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T
he people of Ogbia and Epie in Bayelsa 
State have joyfully received the New 
Testament  in their mother tongues.

The dedication of the two NTs , on September 22 
and 23, 2020 respectively, were characterised 
with excitement, praises to God and indeed joyful 
celebrations.

One of the 
beneficiaries 
of the Ogbia 
NT Bible, John 
O k o l u b o  
expressed joy 
on receiving a 
copy of the NT. 
“I am excited 
and love what 
is happening 
here today, the 
dedication of 
the Ogbia NT. 
That is why I 
insisted I must 

come and see things for myself. I am very happy 
to have received a copy of the Bible,” he says 
adding that it will help revive the Ogbia 
Language which is already dying. Without the 
Word of God, we were like a people without the 
presence of God, but with this Ogbia NT, we have 
left Egypt and are now in the promised land.

Mr. Okolubo, who is a retired teacher, said that 
the Ogbia people would have a better 
understanding of the Word of God in their mother 
tongue. He is hopeful that the NT would 
transform the lives of the people.

Revered Aaron Mondebo of the Diocese of Ogbia 
[Anglican Communion] said that making the NT 
available in the local language would make the 
preaching of the gospel easy as the Word of God  
would be taught in their mother tongue. 
According to him, this would help the people 
understand the Word of God better and there 
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With the Ogbia Bible, we have reached the promised land, says Okolubo

would be less need for interpreters.
Miss Abraham Montgomery who received the 
E p i e  N e w  
Testament says, 
“ I  a m  v e r y  
excited. I have 
been praying 
and expecting 
this day. The 
Urhobos and 
people of other 
languages in 
o u r  
neighbour ing 
state have the 
Bible in their 
mother tongue. 
I am happy we 
now have ours. 
It is no longer a 
wish or a dream, but a reality. Our Pastors can 
now preach and conduct Bible study in our 
language.”
The Vicar General of Catholic Diocese of Bomadi, 
Rev Father Joseph Opelema, who was excited 
about the Epie NT said that it was a sign that the 

work of evangelization was taking root among 
the Epie people. “All we are doing as Christians is 
centered on the Word of God.”
Making the Bible come to us in our mother 
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tongue is a welcome development. Certainly, it 
will bring people closer to God because they will 
be able to read, understand it and be 
transformed.
When we read the English Bible, it looks foreign 
to the people, but with this Epie NT the people will 
see it as their own.” 
General Overseer of Triumphant Covenant Int’l 

Church, Reverend Joshua Wilson, said the 
Epie NT would help him as a preacher as he 
would preach with it in the mother tongue of his 
members, meaning that God would be speaking 
to them directly in their language. Reverend 
Wilson, who radiated joy and excitement, 
disclosed that his people had been looking 
forward to this, adding that it would help 
particularly the elderly and others who do not 
understand the English Language.

Another recipient of the Epie New Testament , 
Elder Iwo Samson Famous says, “I feel very good. 
As I receive this NT today, I am the happiest 
person. The Word of God is very important to me. 
We have been struggling with the English Bible. 
We thank God that anyone who reads the Epie NT 
now will understand it.”
Speaking at the dedication of the NTs, The 
Bayelsa State Governor, Senator Douye Diri, 
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commended The Bible Society of Nigeria for its 
leading role in Bible translation in the country.
At the Ogbia NT dedication, the Guest Speaker, 
Rev Dr. Peter Oduks said that the Ogbia NT  
would bring the truth about the Word of God to 
the people in their mother tongue, adding that it 
would give the Ogbia people a better 
understanding of the Word of God, while Bishop 
Patterson Kikile declared at the Epie NT 
dedication that, “Reading the Bible in one’s 
mother tongue gives better understanding and 
has more impact than reading it in a foreign 
language.” The General Secretary/CEO, Dr 
Dare Ajiboye, disclosed that the Society had so 
far spent over ? 161.87 million on the Epie and 
Ogbia translation projects. He assured that with 
more funds the full Bibles would be dedicated in 
less than three years. He called for cooperation 
of both communities.

The high point of the dedications was the 
reading of the Scriptures from the Epie and 
Ogbia New Testaments which was applauded by 
the hundreds of people in attendance.

A cross section of excited guests at Epie and Ogbia NT dedication
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