
he Bible Society of Nigeria (BSN) has broken  
new ground with the completion of three New TTestament translations in a record time of five 

years.  

The Society previously had set a period of 12 years for 
the completion of a Bible translation project, which it 
has never achieved, but achieved a new feat with the 
completion of the Epie and Ogbia New Testaments in 
five years and the Okun New Testament within four 
years and three months. 

Its latest two full Bibles - Kalabari and Okrika, which 
were dedicated in 2018, took over 40 years each to be 
completed.

The Old Testaments of these languages are now in 
advanced stages of completion. To achieve this feat, 
the Society has spent N161.87 million for the Epie and 

Ogbia Bible translation projects, while the sum of 
N47.85 million has so far been spent on Okun Bible 
translation project. While 12 translators have been 
working on the Epie and Ogbia projects, which were 
started from the scratch with the development of the 
orthography of the two languages, three translators 
were engaged for the Okun project. 

The organization started the Epie and Ogbia Bible   
translations in 2015, while Okun  was added in 2016. 
Plans are on to dedicate the New Testaments of these 
Bibles later this year.

The Epie and Ogbia Languages are spoken in Bayelsa 
State, while Okun is spoken in Kogi, Kwara and Ekiti 
States.  

he United Bible Societies (UBS), a global 
fellowship of National Bible Societies,  has Tannounced that it has completed Bible 

translations for about 1.7 billion people in the world 
within the last five years. Among the new translations 
are Epie, Ogbia and Okun New Testaments, which The 
Bible Society of Nigeria completed within the period. 
  
These Translations are in 270 languages. The 
breakdown of this statistics shows that 50 full Bibles, 
42 New Testaments and 62 Portions in 154 languages 
spoken by 186 million are first translations.  The full 
Bibles are available for 57 million of this population.  
  
Another 116 languages received new or revised 
translations with a potential audience of 1.5 billion 
people. Out of this, 48 languages have full Bibles, 30 
have New Testaments, 22 Portions, while 16 
languages have Study Editions. 
  
Bible Societies were able to achieve this feat with the 
generosity of donors across the world and the 
dedication of Bible translators, many of whom work in 
difficult circumstances. With these, it is expected that 
God will transform the lives of more individuals, 
churches, and communities. 
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Deaf people

Bible translation projects to transform lives. It costs a minimum of N72m to 

complete a Bible translation project if completed in 8 years. 

The Bible Society of Nigeria.  Account number:  GTBank: 0003723620

n ensuring that the Word of God gets to the uttermost 
part of the world, the United Bible Societies Idedicated 90 Bible translations in 2019.

The data released recently by the fellowship indicate that 
50 languages spoken by 29 million people have the Bible 
for the first time,  six languages used by 4.2 million 
people received the full Bible for the first time, 11 New 
Testaments were dedicated, while 33 Potions were made 
available.

Languages evolve over time and can be difficult for 
younger generations to understand older Scripture 
translations. Therefore, revising existing translations or 
producing a completely new translation in a language 
that already has Scripture is also an important focus for 
Bible Societies. Bible revision helps increase Bible 
engagement.

In 2019, Bible Societies published new or revised 
translations in 40 languages used by about 588 million 
people. 10 of such languages have full Bible, nine have 
New Testament, 13 have Potions and eight have Study 
Editions.

nly about 10% of sign languages have access to 
the Scripture. This makes the estimated 70 Omillion Deaf people one of the largest unreached 

people groups on the globe.

In 2019, 11 Sign Languages used by about 2.8 million 
Deaf people received portions of Scripture. The Bible 
Society of Nigeria has produced 110 Chronological 
Bible Stories in Nigerian Sign Language for the Deaf 
community.

Bible Societies dedicate Bible translations 
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