Bible Society honours Ezekwesili, Akingbola

The former Minister of Education and the current Vice President for the Africa Region of the World Bank, Dr. Mrs. Obiageli Ezekwesili and the Group Chief Executive of Intercontinental Bank Plc, Dr. Erastus Akingbola will on 5th July, 2007 receive the Prestigious Bible Awards from the Special Members’ Forum of The Bible Society of Nigeria.

The Award ceremony which will take place at the Shell Hall, Muson Centre, Onikan, Lagos as part of events marking the third annual luncheon and Awards of the Special Members’ Forum of The Bible Society of Nigeria is being organized to brief the public on how far the Bible work has progressed in Nigeria, raise fund to support same and also honour those who have been supporting the Bible cause.

The theme for this year’s edition is “My Father’s Business.” The event will be chaired by the Chairman of Oasis Group, Chief Samuel Adegbite while the Guest Speaker is the General Overseer of Mountain of Fire and Miracles, Dr. D.K. Olukoya. Other dignitaries expected at the event are: the Managing Director of Oceanic Bank International Plc, Chief Mrs. Cecilia Ibru; Chairman of Virgin Nigeria, Mr. Felix Ohiwerei; Chairman of V-Mobile, Mr. Gamaliel Onosode, among others.

Bible Society donates Braille Bibles

In pursuance of her mission to meet the scriptural needs of every Nigerian and to help people interact with the word of God, The Bible Society of Nigeria has commenced her nationwide free Braille Bible distribution programme. 

Speaking at the flag-off of the programme titled: “Reaching the Visually Impaired People [VIP] with the Scriptures” on 23rd May, 2007 at the Vocational School for the Blind, Oshodi, the General Secretary/CEO of The Bible Society of Nigeria, Rev Dr. Fred Odutola said that a total of 6, 500 copies of the Braille Bible would be given out free to 16 Schools and Agencies for the Blind across the country.

Rev Dr. Odutola who presented 550 copies of the Braille Bible, a Cassette Player and Bibles on cassette to the host school said that BSN identifies with the needs of the school and charged the students to put God first in all they do and aspire to be the best they could be.

The BSN Boss said although the Bibles came at a huge cost, The Society is able to give them out free because of the generous donations of her Bible-A-Month Club members, Special and Life Members and corporate donors. He thanked the operators of the School for the Blind, Oshodi for their selfless service to mould and shape the lives of the students in an environment that is not very conducive. Continuing, he called on the new President, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua to pay more attention to the plight of teachers in the country and put in place structures to cater for the physically challenged members of the society.

Other schools and agencies that would benefit from this gesture according Rev Dr. Odutola are: Special Education Dept, ELIM Christian Vocational Centre, CEFN Special School for the Handicapped  and St. Francis School for the Deaf and Blind, all in Benue State; School for the Handicapped, Ibadan;  University of Jos Department of Special Education; Pacelli School for the Blind and the Partially sighted, Surulere; Kwara State School for the Handicapped; Special Education Centre, Gombe State; BSSCS for the Handicapped, Bayelsa State and Special School for the Handicapped Children, Rivers State. Also to receive the Bibles are: Special Education Centre, Bauchi State; Government Vocational Training Centre for the Blind and School for the Blind, both in Plateau State; Ministry of Education, Kaduna State and Orji River School for the Blind, Enugu State.

The Bible Society of Nigeria is a non profit making interdenominational Christian organization that translates the Bible into local languages, publishes, distributes and raises funds for the Bible work. Thus far she has translated and published the Bible in 18 Nigerian languages, the New Testament in 60 local languages and one book or another in 97 languages. She gives Bibles free to the orphanages and old peoples’ homes, the visually impaired, prisoners and women of easy virtue, among others

